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This report is written to serve dual purpose. One of the objectives of the 

report is to highlight my experience as a Research Intern for Taiwan 

Education Experience Programme (TEEP) organized by University System of 

Taiwan (UST) and International Institute of Cultural Studies (IICS). In 

addition, the report seeks to discuss and analyze my research finding as part 
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1. Introduction 

Taiwan Education Experience 

Programme (TEEP) is a unique 

initiative by University System of 

Taiwan that supports international 

students coming to Taiwan for 

short-tern visits and research. TEEP 

is intended as a platform for 

emerging scholars to experience 

Taiwan and its distinct culture 

while providing an arena for 

conducting research of value and 

applicability.  

When I was selected for the TEEP programme, I was exhilarated. I was happy to be a 

part of this wonderful programme and was delighted at the prospect of learning a new 

culture. As a cultural studies enthusiast and a social researcher, I knew Taiwan would 

present me with a distinct experience. However, Taiwan and TEEP proved to be much 

than a mere learning experience.  

2. My Experience 

I arrived in Taiwan on 14th October, 2016 and I was instantly enamored by the beauty 

and hospitality of the island. On my arrival, I met Smart Huang, my student guide who 

assisted throughout the tenure of my internship. Smart was extremely helpful in 

acquainting me with university culture while also supporting me with requisites. He 

soon introduced me to my supervisor for the duration of my internship: Professor Ya-

Chung Chuang – an immensely talented anthropologist. Professor Chuang was kind, 

understanding and really knowledgeable. I was lucky to him as my supervisor. 

Soon after my arrival, I decided to join the classes held at National Chiao-Tung 

University (NCTU). TEEP offers the opportunity to join any of the universities that are 

affiliated with TEEP. I chose NCTU primarily for its diverse faculty and cross-disciplinary 

team. I was happy to realize that I did not make a wrong division. Claiming faculty and 

students from different parts of the world, NCTU proved to be an immensely 

memorable experience. While at NCTU, I had the chance to undertake classes from 
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International Institute of Cultural Studies 

(IICS) and Institute of Social Science 

Research and Cultural Studies (SRCS). 

Taking the best of both, I chose to 

undertake four courses offered in 

English. These were Introduction to 

Cultural Studies, Selected Readings of 

Contemporary Thought in Asia/Third 

World, Cultural Studies and Capitalism 

and South Asian Screens.  

2.1 About the courses  

Reflecting back on my stay in Taiwan, 

the classes I took were critical to my 

learning experience. Covering a broad 

range of issues, the courses were 

interesting and stimulating – thereby, providing plenty of fodder for thought as well as 

critical thinking. Covering issues ranging from Marx’s Capital and its relevance in 

contemporary society to different 

aspects of cultural studies, the 

courses provided a platform for 

understanding conditions of 

knowledge productions while 

focusing on enriching our knowledge 

of historical formations of various 

phenomenon.  

On a personal level, what really 

fascinated me was the different 

perspective I gained about my own 

culture and country. As an Indian, I 

had a certain image about my nation 

and its character. However, coming 

to Taiwan was an illuminating 

experience. I learned more about my 

own country than I imagined. For 

instance, the course Selected 

 My Supervisor - Professor Chuang (Right) and my student guide 
Smart Huang (Left) 

 Biding Adieu to South Asian Screens class with style 
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Readings of Contemporary Thought in Asia/Third World covered issues from 

Rabindranath Tagore’s Nationalism to B.R Ambdekar’s Annihilation of Caste, amongst 

other. These are the works that I always intended to read but never had the opportunity 

too. TEEP gave me the opportunity to advance my understanding of the critical issues 

raised by these authors within the Indian context as well as in Asiatic context. In another 

example, the course South Asian Screens focused on the political, historical and 

conceptual circumstances surrounding the Bengali cinema.  I had never seen a Bengali 

film before I came to Taiwan. However, after this particular course, I can claim that 

Bengali cinema is one of my favorites now. I am now left with better understanding of 

not only critical film theory but also of the region as well.  

2.2 Other Activities  

- TEEP Winter Camp:  While In Taiwan, I was fortunate enough to be selected for 2016 

Inter-Asia Cultural Studies Global Network Winter Camp. The camp was an immensely 

memorable learning experience. 

 

The Winter Camp saw a gathering of students from all across the world as well as 

internationally renowned scholars, directors, and cultural workers, thereby creating an 

arena for critical thinkers and creative minds to meet and exchange their ideas and 

works. The camp was on the best parts of my stay in Taiwan and I can say that I am 

going home with more lasting friendships than envisioned.  

For further reflection on the Winter Camp: https://www.facebook.com/notes/fiza-

vasudeva/reflections-de-coding-cold-war/10208994680046449 

javascript:;
https://www.facebook.com/notes/fiza-vasudeva/reflections-de-coding-cold-war/10208994680046449
https://www.facebook.com/notes/fiza-vasudeva/reflections-de-coding-cold-war/10208994680046449
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- Migrant Worker Rally, Taipei:   On 

13th December, 2015 Migrant workers 

in huge numbers from across Taiwan 

gathered in Taipei under the banner of 

‘justice for caring’. The aim was to fight 

for the political, legal and social rights 

of migrants workers who work in the 

care industry in Taiwan.  

When I first arrived in Taiwan, I was 

amazed by the number of Indonesians, 

Vietnamese, Filipinos taking care of the 

elderly and young. However, I had no 

idea that it was common for these 

migrant workers to be taking care of 

approximately 10% elderly population 

of Taiwan. It wasn’t long after that I 

realized the essential role migrant 

workers play in the economy of 

Taiwan. However, despite playing an 

important role in Taiwan, these 

migrant workers enjoy limited rights 

that are tenuous at best. With that 

thought, I was inspired to research the 

the phenomenon of migration in 

Taiwan as well in other parts of the world. As such, I decided to be a part of this rally.  

While at the rally, I conducted several in-depth interviews from a number of migrant 

workers from different countries. They shared their experiences and stories with me. 

After the rally, I decided to further continue with me research as part of my TEEP report 

but I faced difficulties due to the language barrier and other constraints. Therefore, I 

decided to put the research on hold for a while. However, I hope that I can further 

continue with research, given the opportunity.  

 - Class Journal Project: For the course Cultural Studies and Capitalism, the class decided 

to group together to work on a journal. The aim was to initiate an effort that focuses on 

current nature of capitalism in the contemporary society. After lot of discussions, 

frustrations and excitement, the class came up with The Invisible Finger.   The journal 
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features articles ranging from DIY 

guide to Capital to my own Why 

Not…Procrastinate (highlighting 

procrastination as a means of 

resistance to capitalistic time). The 

best part- My doodle was chosen for 

the back cover.  

The journal can be accessed at 

https://capitalnctu.wordpress.com/2

016/01/13/the-invisible-finger-2015-

2016-2/ 

                                                                     With Members of Taiwan Education Center 

- Rendezvous with Taiwan Education Center:  To share my TEEP experience, Taiwan 

Education Center, India invited me for a skype interview. The aim was discuss my 

findings and learning with other students in order to promote learning and cultural 

exchanges between the two countries. In addition to the above, I had the opportunity to 

meet the delightful team of Taiwan Education Center at National Hsing Hua University. I 

was amazed by the hospitality of the team and we spent a pleasant lunch hour 

discussing about the education initiatives of the two countries while debating about 

different merits of Indian and Taiwanese curry.  

 

 

https://capitalnctu.wordpress.com/2016/01/13/the-invisible-finger-2015-2016-2/
https://capitalnctu.wordpress.com/2016/01/13/the-invisible-finger-2015-2016-2/
https://capitalnctu.wordpress.com/2016/01/13/the-invisible-finger-2015-2016-2/
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Overall Experience  

The months I spent in the Taiwan were 

incredibly memorable. I am still amazed 

by the hospitality of the Taiwanese 

people. In addition, as a learning 

experience Taiwan and TEEP was beyond 

my expectations. The unique learning 

opportunity presented by TEEP has 

shaped my perspective about the world 

that we lived and more than ever before, I 

understand the need to think and engage critically in a discourse. TEEP has been a 

wonderful experience for me and I hope to visit Taiwan again.  
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3.1 Non-State Actors and the Operation of Bio-Power: A Case Study of 

Gender Violence and HIV 

 

Margaret and her mother were raped and brutally assaulted during the violence that 

followed the elections in Kenya in 2007, while Margaret’s mother died she found herself 

in an IDP camp in Kitale showground infected with HIV. A NGO named Handicap 

International has been addressing this problem of IDP’s who have HIV concerns and 

have supported many like Margaret in these camps and also trained some of them to 

provide psychological support to women and children who had been victims of gender 

based violence. Ethnic, political violence and broken social fabric/displacement has a 

deeper impact on women and the most vulnerable fall prey to sexual violence as a means 

of intimidation or exchanging sex for food and shelter. These needs are often overlooked 

in the wake of providing basic services. This calls for medical, legal and social attention 

in order to integrate the victims into society. On 16
th

 Dec 2012 a 23 year old para medical 

student in India was brutally gang raped and beaten in a bus and succumbed to her 

injuries around thirteen days later. The incident apparently shook the national conscience 

of the Indian public was followed by a stream of public protests across the country. The 

two examples of the violence committed against women in two different parts of the 

globe are an instance of an almost universal social structure that systematically and 

structurally disempowers and marginalizes women. This paper is an attempt to look at the 

role that civil society, TAN’s and non-state actors can play in addressing this social 

problem of violence against women through one particular lens which I think can make 

them very significant in the national and international arena i.e. via the exercise of bio-

power. 

This research paper looks at the concept of bio-power which was popularized by Michel 

Foucault and examines the ways in which non-state actors can appropriate bio-power and 

the best manifestation of this can be observed in the congruence of gender violence and 

HIV and the role that non state actors can play in advancing this issue. The human 

security literature in International Relations considers bio-power but only as a form of 

power exercised by the state and does not take into cognizance the role of civil society or 

non state actors. Amongst the mainstream theories of International Relations it is 

primarily post structuralism that discusses the idea of bio-power. However in this paper it 

will be argued that some theorist whose work on transnational advocacy networks and 

civil society actors belongs traditionally to the constructivist school of International 

Relations can be interpreted to provide important insights into bio-power. To expand the 

understanding of this concept I would also like to draw from scholars who have provided 

a feminist approach to the study of human rights and traced the beginnings of gender 

mainstreaming in national and international policies. This paper proceeds as follows: the 
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first section discusses the role of TAN’s in exercising bio-power, the second section 

focuses on gender violence and its repercussion in increasing exposure to HIV and the 

last section is concerned with the associating the phenomenon of framing with that of 

bio-power and in the conclusion I raise some of the limitations of this paper and some 

potential for future research.   

French Sociologist Pierre Bourdieu talking about the role of scholarship in articulating 

the needs of the excluded had said “To subject to scrutiny the mechanism which renders 

life painful, even untenable is not to neutralize them; to bring to light the contradictions 

are not to resolve them.”
1
 Medicine and public health benefit from an extraordinary 

symbolic capital that has until now remained underutilized in human rights work. 

Jonathan Mann noted that AIDS “has helped catalyze the modern health and human 

rights movement, which leads far beyond AIDS, for it recognizes that promoting and 

protecting health and protecting human rights are inextricably linked.”
2
  Moreover 

medicine and public health are directly tied to human outcomes which provide us with an 

immediate sense of impact and a means of measuring progress because health fields are 

well versed in bringing together the analysis of problems with practical solutions.   

Michel Foucault made a distinction between two kinds of power which he identified as 

the ‘Right to Death’ and the ‘Power over Life’. The former is the idea of power that has 

perpetuated since Enlightenment and it operates through prohibition. Juridical power is 

exercised upon the individual through official institutions like law, government, and 

police and is to be understood as a quantifiable and tangible thing. The latter kind of 

power, ‘Power over Life’ is of interest to my paper and has two components; namely: 

disciplinary power and bio-political administration. Foucault argues that power has to 

quantify, measure, appraise, and heirarchize, rather than display itself in its murderous 

splendor. ‘Power over Life’ recognizes the importance of the norm and is productive 

because it attempts to administer, optimize and multiply it as opposed to subjection. 

While disciplinary power is aimed at normalization of individual bodies, bio-power is 

about normalization of population. The interesting feature about disciplinary/bio-political 

power is that it produces its own resistances and the resistance is a means of buoying up 

the power rather than subverting it. The congruence of disciplinary and bio-political 

power is most evident in the discourse of sexuality because sex involves reproduction 

                                                      

1 Bourdieu Pierre as quoted in Goodale, Mark. Human rights: an anthropological reader. Vol. 

10. Wiley-Blackwell, 2009. 

2
 Jonathan Mann as quoted in Goodale, Mark. Human rights: an anthropological reader. Vol. 10. 

Wiley-Blackwell, 2009 
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which is associated with controlling the individual body and it is also applied to 

regulation of population.
3
     

The concept of bio-power provides interesting insights for discerning human security and 

I will explore this further in my paper. The emergence of human security discourse in 

International Relations has helped in linking human rights and health justice to earlier 

understandings of security. Human security discourse recognizes the multidimensionality 

of the sources of harm and broadens our understanding of non-military producers of harm 

vis-à-vis national, transnational, private and public actors.
4
 The interdependence of 

human rights and human security has also made the global civil society the crucial agent 

of emancipation. Human security as a governmental rationality with the globe as its plane 

of operation is bound up with forms of power that are meant to target the health and 

welfare of the populations and specify along particular lines rather than others what 

‘(un)healthy’ and ‘(un)secure’ populations look like.
5
 The existing literature of bio-power 

and human security is state-centric and takes the state to be at the centre of theorizing. 

However what I would like to argue in this paper is that biopower is no longer the 

exclusive prerogative of the state but is also exercised by the global civil society and 

transnational advocacy networks. This exercise of power on their part becomes important 

and can be employed productively and strategically to the benefit of some vulnerable 

sections of the population. In order to illustrate this I would take the instance of the role 

of civil society and transnational advocacy networks in working towards addressing HIV 

and gender violence. 

Transnational Advocacy Networks and the exercise of bio-power. 

 At this juncture in my paper I would use the concept of Transnational Advocacy 

Networks and explicate what in my opinion could be their role in exercising bio-power. 

Keck and Sikkink have defined transnational advocacy networks (TAN’s) as networks of 

activists who are distinguishable largely by the centrality of principled ideas or values in 

motivating their formation. TAN’s build new links among actors in civil society, states 

and international organizations and hence they improve the opportunities of dialogue and 

                                                      

3 Foucault, Michel. "The history of sexuality, Vol. 1: an introduction by Michel Foucault." (1990). 

4 Dunne, Tim, and Nicholas J. Wheeler. "‘We the Peoples’: Contending Discourses of Security in 

Human Rights Theory and Practice." International Relations 18, no. 1 (2004): 9-23. 

5 Chandler, David. Critical perspectives on human security: rethinking emancipation and power in 

international relations. Taylor & Francis, 2011. 
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exchange. An important task of TAN’s is information exchange, mobilization of 

information, strategically to create new issues and categories and to pressurize, persuade 

and gain leverage over much more powerful organizations and governments. 

Transnational Advocacy has been most effective around issues with the following two 

characteristics: those involving bodily harm to vulnerable individuals especially when 

there is a short and causal chain about who bears the responsibility and issues involving 

legal equality of opportunity. The kinds of tactics that networks use include the 

following: information politics, symbolic politics, leverage politics and accountability 

politics. Information politics is the ability to move politically usable information quickly 

and credibly to where it will have the most impact while symbolic politics is the ability to 

call upon symbols, actions or stories that make sense of a situation or claim for an 

audience that is frequently far away. Leverage politics is the ability to call upon powerful 

actors to affect a situation where members of a network are unlikely to have influence. 

Accountability politics is the effort to oblige more powerful actors to act on vaguer 

policies or on principles they formally endorsed.
6
 One important case study where 

women rights claims have been successfully integrated with health response arising from 

HIV/AIDS is that of Lesotho. The HIV/AIDS epidemic offered a political opportunity for 

women’s rights advocates in Lesotho and Southern Africa to successfully use discourses 

based in international health rights to push through legal advances on behalf of women. It 

also provided a positive shift towards a broader conception of women’s rights as human 

rights and away from the stifling, economist language of development and human rights.
7
  

All these four kinds of politics discussed above can contribute to a renewed 

understanding of bio-power which will be analyzed in this paragraph. Information 

politics in the phenomenon of gender violence and HIV can work best if organizations 

who are working in this field take up the agenda on behalf of women who have been 

victims of gender violence and with the use of empirical data make a case for them being 

more vulnerable to HIV and link it up further to the increased medical costs that would be 

incurred on account of this. One important positive aspect that has emerged from the 

research on public health related to gender violence is that it has shown the various ways 

in which the costs of treating victims is not just borne by the individual and family but 

                                                      

6 Keck, Margaret E., and Kathryn Sikkink. "Transnational advocacy networks in international and 

regional politics." International Social Science Journal 51, no. 159 (1999): 89-101. 

7 Braun and Dreiling ‘From Developmentalism to the HIV/AIDS Crisis: The Amplification 

of Women’s  Rights in Lesotho in Collins, Dana. New directions in feminism and human rights. 

Routledge, 2011. 
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rather by the community at large.
8
 So by showing the link between gender violence and 

HIV, the argument in favor of costs can become even more pertinent as the costs in this 

case would have more long term implications than just being a case of one time 

treatment. Symbolic politics particularly in the case of feminist politics has been strong, 

if for instance one takes the example of the recently held ‘The One Billion Rising’ 

campaign which attracted a lot of support and attention across the globe to protest against 

wide spread violence against women. Leverage politics in the case of gender violence and 

HIV can become strong when NGO’s who deal in an isolated manner with either of the 

two issues are able to garner larger support from medical practitioners in order to buttress 

their claims with better empirical evidence and knowledge and this can also tie up to the 

case of accountability politics. Once informed and acquainted about the medical aspects 

of this issue any policy framework can be made stronger as the case of holding 

perpetrators accountable for any violation will become more potent. If any advocacy 

networks whether operating at the national or transnational level is able to make use of all 

these four forms of politics that have been discussed above then they can be successful in 

exercising bio-power in accordance with what is regarded as ‘Power over Life’. As 

discussed above the significance of bio-power lies in being able to administer the health 

and welfare of the population so in the example that I am using the civil society and non 

state actors can exercise their influence if they are able to bring into place a new 

discourse that would define victims of gender violence through a perspective rendering 

them to be vulnerable to HIV and therefore help to push forward the severity of the 

problem and make policy makers working in this field cognizant of this specific 

dimension. 

One of the notable areas where transnational networks have done considerable work has 

been in the direction of gender mainstreaming. Gender mainstreaming is based on efforts 

meant to scrutinize and reinvent processes of policy formulation and implementation 

across all issue areas along with rectifying persistent and emerging disparities between 

men and women. The purpose of mainstreaming was to alter the existing social and 

political order that leads to gendered outcomes. The resulting transnational networks had 

been the pioneers for providing knowledge and information but also for evolving 

alternative political strategies which could be used further for promotion of policy 

change. The process of gender mainstreaming had its beginnings between the years 1975 

                                                      

8 Nakray, Keerty, ed. Gender-based Violence and Public Health: International perspectives on 

budgets and policies. Routledge, 2013. 
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to 1997 as new state bureaucracies known as “national machineries for the advancement 

of women” sprang up in over 100 countries across the globe. 
9
 

Gender Violence/HIV and the need to exercise bio-power 

The emphasis has to be diverted from isolated cases of gender violence towards 

addressing a  ‘continuum of sexual violence’ which represents a theoretical shift that goes 

beyond specific acts of violence, and focuses on the similarities in all acts of violence as 

being rooted in patriarchal social order and the need to regulate the female body. One of 

the important issues in India is that recording systems within hospitals or community 

health settings are not rigorous, committed or sensitive enough to capture the public 

health crisis of domestic violence. Gender bias is so deeply embedded in the medical 

profession that women victims of violence might not figure in the medical professional’s 

priority lists.
10

 

It is important to stress here the role that transnational and civil society actors, whose 

relation to bio-power I have already discussed in the previous part, can play because the 

violence against women takes place across institutional sites and in spaces which are 

under the direct control of the state, including mental asylums, prisons etc. The Bhanwari 

Devi rape case is an example where an incident was symbolically and strategically used 

in order to bring a new law which put under scrutiny ‘the workplace’ as a possible 

location where women could face violence and harassment. It is important that 

organizations, civil society actors and health workers who work with women in all these 

sites bring together their expertise, findings and knowledge in order establish the 

intersection between gender violence and HIV so that by insisting on a major health 

outcome associated with gender violence they are able to rally better support for stronger 

legislation against it and also be responsive and sensitive to the typical health hazards 

experienced by this group. 

There are four key dimensions to the interface between gender inequity, violence and 

HIV: First women may become directly infected with HIV through rape. However 

population based research suggests that the risks of HIV acquisition from rape are not 

great because the act is usually a single act of intercourse and the risks entailed in this are 

not very great. Second, women who experience more gender inequity and violence are 

                                                      

9 True, Jacqui, and Michael Mintrom. "Transnational networks and policy diffusion: The case of 

gender mainstreaming." International Studies Quarterly 45, no. 1 (2001): 27-57. 

 
10 Ibid. note 8. 
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less able to protect themselves from HIV, for example they have sex more frequently and 

use condoms less often. The former may reflect a lesser ability to gain respect for their 

right not to have sex when they don’t want it, but in some settings it may also reflect a 

practice of taking another partner for an emotionally more fulfilling relationship when 

trapped with a violent partner. Third childhood sexual abuse increases the risk of a range 

of risky sexual practices, including having multiple and concurrent partners, transactional 

sex and substance abuse. All of these increase the risk of HIV acquisition as well as 

rendering women vulnerable to further partner violence or rape. Women who have 

experienced sexual abuse thus have a sustained elevated risk of HIV. Lastly the ideals of 

marked gender hierarchy generally legitimate the use of violence in making and 

sustaining it, and often co-occur with ideals of masculinity that emphasize heterosexual 

performance, particularly toughness, strength and having many partners. As a 

consequence men who are violent towards women often engage in a range of sexually 

risky practices and some research has shown that they are more likely to be HIV-

infected.
11

 These findings are extremely crucial for studying and articulating the needs of 

victims of gender violence particularly for those who are striving for some policy 

changes.  

While this paper is an attempt to reinforce the role of non-state actors in furthering the 

social problem of violence against women it does not take into account the role of 

international human rights law as it is often critiqued for reinforcing the subordination of 

woman because it augments the distinction between public and private worlds and this 

distinction operates to muffle and often silence the voices of women. Public/private 

distinction works to conceal and legitimize men’s domination of women. The privacy of 

domestic life makes women’s concerns invisible and ensures preservation of status quo. 

Naureen Burrows has argued for an international vocabulary of rights to be employed in 

the private sphere and thus respond more accurately to the reality of most women’s 

lives.
12

 Feminist methodologies are essentially opposed to the tyranny of objectivity and 

abstract universality. Abstract universality is an ideology that takes part for the whole, the 

particular for the essential and universal, or the present for eternal. Feminist analysis 

begins with the principle that objective reality is a myth. Feminist method proceeds 

                                                      

11
 Racheal Jeweks in Nakray, Keerty, ed. Gender-based Violence and Public Health: International 

perspectives on budgets and policies. Routledge, 2013 

 
12

 Charlesworth, Hilary. "What are ‘women’s international human rights’?." Human rights of 

women: National and international perspectives 58 (1994): 61 
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through consciousness rising and insists upon epistemological and psychological 

sophistication in advocacy and law in order to validate the experiences of women.
13

.  

Framing Processes and the exercise of bio-power 

Framing is an active, processural phenomenon that implies agency and contention at the 

level of reality construction. Framing involves a shared understanding of some 

problematic condition. I would borrow from the framing literature the concept of frame 

resonance which seeks to explain why some framings are more effective than others. 

Frame resonance depends on two factors credibility of the proffered frame and its relative 

salience. The credibility of any framing is a determined by three factors: consistency, 

empirical credibility, and credibility of the frame articulators.
14

 Empirical credibility is 

the most important and also the most difficult factor to establish in the framing process. 

The reason for this particularly when dealing with gender based violence is this kind of 

violence occurs in a space that has traditionally been understood as “private” and thereby 

this space has for long remained outside the bounds of law and legal protection in order 

to prevent infringement with the privacy of individuals. For the exercise of bio-power by 

non state actors for instance in India it is difficult to establish incidents of  particularly 

domestic violence because public health centers usually do not perform the task of 

documenting these cases or maintain reliable database. Empirical accuracy is the primary 

factor that will consequently provide the frame articulators consistency. Apparent 

contradiction among beliefs and values or perceived contradiction among framings and 

tactical actions can at times lead to inconsistency in the process. Greater status or 

perceived expertise of the frame articulators from the position of potential adherents 

improves the empirical credibility of collective action frames.  Three dimensions of 

salience that the framing literature discusses are particularly relevant here: centrality, 

experiential commensurability, and narrative fidelity. Centrality is how essential the 

beliefs, values, and ideas associated with movement frames are to the lives of the targets 

of mobilization, experiential commensurability is dependent on questions like are 

movement framings congruent or resonant with personal, everyday experiences of 

mobilization? Or the framings are incomprehensible or removed from the lives and 

experiences of the target? Lastly, narrative fidelity is significant for increasing the 

                                                      

13 Scales, Ann C. "The emergence of feminist jurisprudence: An essay." The Yale Law Journal 

95, no. 7 (1986): 1373-1403. 

14 Benford, Robert D., and David A. Snow. "Framing processes and social movements: An 

overview and assessment." Annual review of sociology (2000): 611-639. 
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salience of the movement and the prospect of mobilization. 
15

In order to make a case in 

favor of victims of gender violence it is not just sufficient for civil society and 

transnational actors to argue for broad based societal changes like subverting patriarchy 

or challenging hegemonic discourse. While I am not underscoring the importance of 

these social changes but the point I would like to stress on is that they may not pertain to 

the immediate needs of the vulnerable group who are being dealt with here because often 

victims are themselves naturalize these  norms, so this generally involves taking a long 

term, systematic and consistent approach. It is important to establish compatibility 

between health and human rights because it will address the everyday experiences of the 

targets of mobilization. Narrative fidelity is dependent upon a trust building and in the 

case of women encountering domestic violence, who are not economically independent it 

becomes even more sensitive as often these women would like the violence to end 

without having to resort to legal means.    

Conclusion 

The role of bio-politics and bio-power that I have examined in this essay with relation to 

one vulnerable group can be extended to study other phenomenon’s as well. Imposition 

of categories on individuals and bracketing them as victims is in many cases seen to be 

doubly disempowering but in certain instances the ability to show what are the 

implications and causes of victimization and who are the ‘victims’ can be more important 

at least in terms of immediate impact. This paper does not suggest that simply creating or 

consolidating categories of ‘victims’ is the only role that civil society and transnational 

actors should play but it only suggests that this prerogative can be of immediate benefit to 

the groups on whose behalf they seek to speak. The other direction in which this paper 

sought to make a point is of the field of International Relations scholarship itself and the 

manner in which theory in this field is formulated. The paper traced a concept that is 

mostly propounded in the post-structuralist school of International Relations (i.e. bio-

politics) and located its operation in the literature on TAN’s and framing. Traditional 

International Relations scholarship particularly realism and liberalism locate all forms of 

power in the state and non-state actors are usually considered either devoid of any power 

or to be simply taking forward state based agendas and therefore this paper explores one 

of the way in which non state actors can exercise power. As a researcher I am aware that 

one limitation of this paper can be the lack of primary research however given the focus 

of this paper, its reliance on secondary sources is not much of a hindrance.      

 

                                                      

15
 Ibid, note 13. 
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